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A life together dedicated to the Lord�

On March 29�t h�2009, when Ken spoke at our Unity Rally in St. Augustine�
Assembly of God Church, he strongly emphasized the team work in�our�
ci ty that is one Body under one main Chief Shepherd; our Lord Je�sus�
Christ. The prophetic cal l they received to come to St. Augustin�e to see�
Spiritual Awakening is being fulfilled in front of our eyes.�

Ken and Norma clearly understood and faithful ly exercised what P�aul�
wrote in Ephesians 4:2�-�3;�“�to live a l ife worthy of the ca lling�they�have�
received�.�“�Being�complete ly humble and gentle;�being�patient, bearing�
with one another in love�, and making�every effort to keep the uni ty of the�
Spirit through the bond of peace.�”�

Transformation in St Augustine�
For the past three years we have been meeting in St Augustine ev�ery�
week as a cohesive group of pulpit and marketplace ministers, fo�llowing�
the Bibl ical principles of prayer evangel ism. We pray as one Chu�rch�
(Body of Christ) to take the Gospel to every one in the ci ty who�sti ll does�
not know Him, because God wants a ll men to be saved and�“�to come to�
a knowledge of the truth�”�(1 Timothy 2:4).�

Twenty�-�three years ago, when Ken and Norma Asplund were in ministry�
living in Springfield, Missouri a prophetic word was given to th�em that�
they would be moving to the South East. Ken and Norma had previo�usly�
thought about the possibili ty of moving to the Florida area. But�this�
prophetic word was very specific, they were going to move to an�“�historic�
ci ty�”�where they were going to be praying with Christians from al l�
denominations and then they were going to see�“�Spiritual Awakening�”�It�
was 1986 when they moved to Jacksonvi lle, FL, without knowing th�at 30�
mi les south was St. Augustine the oldest City in the Uni ted Stat�es.�



This issue is dedicated to our�
Direc tors Ken & Norma�Asplund.�
On this year they are celebrating�

their 80th Birthday and their�
60th Wedding Anniversary.�

Transformation in St Augustine (Cont.)�
For many years Ken and Norma continued thei r ministry wi th an em�phasis�
on praying and min istering to local  Pastors. In addi tion, Ken ha�s been the�
chaplain of the local jail , ministering not only to inmates, but�also to�
lawyers, judges, and government officials.� In 2001 Ken and Norma�
started the Marketplace Ministry organizing in tercessory prayer�for�
businesses, education and government. In 2002 they started the m�onthly�
luncheons where marketplace Christians including the local Sheri�ff, the�
tax collector, the superintendent of schools share thei r testimo�ny.�

It was not until 2005 that the Marketplace Ministry took a new d�irection�
when Ken Asplund was insp ired and challenged by the transformati�on he�
read in Rick Heeren�’�s book�“�the Elk River Story�”�. Ken�’�s rationale was,�“�if�
in the cold weather of Minnesota a group of believers was able t�o�
transform the ci ty�’�s�“�Spiri tual Climate�”�for Christ, how much easier would�
be for us to do i t in our�“�warm�”�ci ty of St Augustine ?�”�

In February of 2006 Ken Invited Rick Heeren to speak at the Mark�etp lace�
CPR in St Augustine inaugurating the luncheons at Carrabbas'. At�that�
time we started to understand in  our spirits that Transformation�was a�
real ity. Since then, the fulfil lment of Ken and Norma Asplund�’�s vision and�
commitment to  the ci ty expressed by their coined phrase�“�St. Augustine�
for Jesus�”�has had tangible evidence in every area of the marketplace. In�
addi tion to the monthly luncheons and bi�-�monthly in tercessory prayer�
meetings, Ken organized a monthly meeting where the influencers�(local�
government, education, and business people) get together to pray�for the�
city.�

Since that time, always praying in holiness and not without expe�riencing�
the enemy�’�s opposition, a spi rit of unity has continued to confirm God�’�s�
purpose for His Church in St. Augustine.  At every Christian gat�hering�
such as Marketplace Luncheons, Unity Rallies, Somebody Cares, Pr�ayer�
Walks, and other occasions, the Pastors of our ci ty have always�
proclaimed one Church in St Augustine under one main Chief Sheph�erd,�
our Lord Jesus Christ.�

We can single out an event that took place about two years ago a�s concrete�
indication of transformation in St Augustine that also influence�d our bigger�
sister city, Jacksonville. On that occasion we invited the Mayor�of Elk River,�
a key player in  her city's transformation, to speak at the break�fast Business�
Fel lowship meeting in Jacksonville.  When five pastors from St A�ugustine�
from different congregations and denominations showed up for the�first time�
at this weekly Christian gathering, every body knew that Transfo�rmation St.�
Augustine was a real ity. As for Jacksonville, quoting the Apostl�e Paul�“�we�
might have moved them to jealousy�”�Romans 11:14.�

In these past months, we have the real ities of a mul ti�-�denominational youth�
event, organized by Fr. Brian Smi th, helping schools in St, John�s County�
that was covered by the local Fox News Channel , and the Harvest�
Evangelism international  conference�“�Transform our World�”�at the Potters�
House in Jacksonville, FL.�

Wedding Day� 50�th�Anniversary�

October 21�st�1949                     October 21�s t�1999�

As part of Ken and Norma�’�s vision for�
St Augustine, Ken decided to proclaim�
on the billboard at US 1�“�My City, The�
Oldest Ci ty, God�’�s City�”�as a 24�-�hour,�
7 days a week prayer to God; honoring�
Him and asking Him to transform our�
city for His Glory.�


